WILLIAMS TOWNSHIP NEWS

Spring/Summer 2008
1080 W. Midland Road
Auburn, Ml 486l
(989) 662-4408
www.williamstwp.com

Township Office Hours
Monday thru Thursday- 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Friday (thru Labor Day) - 8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Office Holiday Closings
Independence Day, Thursday July 3" & Friday July 4™"

Labor Day, Friday August 29" & Monday September 1
Columbus Day, Monday October 13"

Veteran's Day, Monday November 11"

Thanksgiving, Thursday November 27" & Friday
November 28th

TOWNSHIP MEETING SCHEDULES
All meetings are held in the Township Board Room at
7:00 p.m. unless noted otherwise.

BOARD OF TRUSTEE

June 10 September 23
July 8 October 14
August 12 October 28
September 9 November 12
PLANNING COMMISSION

June 2 September 8
July 8 October 6
August 4 November 3

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m.

July 12 October 4

The Public is invited and encouraged to attend all
Township meetings

QUESTIONS?

You may now e-mail your questions to the appropriate
Township department.

Supervisor, Tom Paige-Supervisor@williamstwp.com
Treasurer, Connie Hoverman-Treasurer@williamstwp.com
Clerk, Amy Charney-Clerk@williamstwp.com

Zoning Administrator/Electrical Inspector, Bob Klemish —
Bklemish@williamstwp.com

Building Inspector, Les Houck — LHouck@williamstwp.com

Passport News

Williams Township is pleased to announce that we
accept passport applications on behalf of the U.S.
Department of State.

Customers will now have the option to apply for a
passport book, a passport card or both. The passport
card may only be used for land and sea travel between
the U.S. and Canada, Mexico, Bermuda and the
Caribbean. The passport card will provide a less
expensive, smaller and more convenient alternative for
those who travel to these destinations.

U.S. citizens may apply for their passports during regular
business hours at the township office, Monday thru
Friday. The standard passport fee is $100.00 for adults
and $85.00 for children, 15 years and younger. The
passport card is $45.00 for adults and $35.00 for
children, 15 years and younger.

For questions or additional information, please contact
the clerk’s office at 662-4408.

Special Events

WILLIAMS TOWNSHIP SENIOR CENTER
1080 W. MIDLAND RD
OPEN 9:30A.M. — 1:00P.M.
LUNCH SERVED DAILY 12:00 NOON
$2.00 SUGGESTED DONATION
RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE 1 DAY IN
ADVANCE!
CALL MARY AT 662-6521 FOR RESERVATIONS

COMING ATTRACTIONS

May 9™ & 23" —Sit & Kick with Beth Trahan, YWCA
(every other Friday, every month)

May 29" -30"™ — White Elephant Days

June 17" — Sweet Adeline’s entertain

July 22" — “Summer Fun” featuring entertainer Jim
Lepeak

For more information please visit us at
www.williamstwp.com/seniordining.asp




Intergovernmental Advisory Committee
Now Being Formed

A special meeting of the Williams Township Board of
Trustees and the Auburn City Commission was held on
April 24, 2008. The purpose of the meeting was to
discuss and identify areas of possible further cooperation
between township and city.

It was decided to form an Intergovernmental Advisory
Committee (IAC). The IAC will be comprised of the
Mayor of Auburn and the Williams Township Supervisor,
along with one other elected member of both the
township board and city commission. In addition, two
residents at-large from each municipality will be chosen
to complete an eight member committee.

The IAC is charged with studying areas of possible
further cooperation between both governmental entities.
Committee meetings will be posted in accordance with
the Open Meetings Act and the public will be
encouraged to attend.

Volunteers Needed: If you are interested in serving as
a resident at-large on the IAC, please complete and
submit an Application for Township Boards and
Commissions to the Township Supervisor's Office. The
application is available at the Township Office or on the
township website in the Boards and Commissions

section.

Election News

Michigan voters will go to the polls on August 5" to
select nominees for the November 4" General Election
ballot. There will be a long list of state and local offices
on the August ballot and, as always, sample ballots will
be available at the clerk’s office. If you cannot stop by
the office, call and one will be mailed to you.

Those seeking election to township offices for a 4-year
term to begin November 20™ are as follows:

Supervisor
Thomas Paige
Mark Harnden

Democrat (incumbent)
Republican

Clerk
Amy Charney

Democrat (incumbent)

Treasurer

Connie Hoverman
Jerome Putt

Democrat (incumbent)
Republican

Trustee

Tom Putt Democrat (incumbent)
Jerry Schrott Republican (incumbent)
James Plant Democrat (incumbent)
Paul Wasek Democrat (incumbent)
Debra Schmidt Republican

Jason Gower Republican

A permanent absent voter list is maintained by the
township clerk for persons wanting to receive an
application for an absent voter ballot prior to each
election. Applications are automatically mailed
approximately 4 to 6 weeks prior to all elections. This is
a convenient solution for persons over 60 years of age,
for persons physically unable to attend the polls without
assistance or for those away from the community who
want to vote but cannot get to the polls on Election Day.
For more information on our permanent absent voter
list, or if you have election questions call Amy or Pam at
662-4408.

Photo Identification Required

Due to a recent Michigan Supreme Court ruling
regarding a Michigan law passed in 1996, all voters are
now required to show photo identification when voting
at the polls.

Voters must comply with the requirement by showing
photo identification or by signing an affidavit attesting
that he or she is not in possession of picture
identification.

Accepted forms of photo identification are:

o Drivers License or personal identification card

e Federal or State government-issued photo
identification

e United States Passport
Military ID with photo
Student identification with photo from a high
school or accredited institution of higher
learning

e Tribal identification card with photo

The photo identification requirement does not apply to
persons voting by absentee ballot.

Voters who do not have a photo ID and want one can
get a state identification card at any Secretary of State
Branch office for $10. State ID cards are free to
individuals who are 65 or older, blind, or who have had
their driving privileges terminated due to a physical or
mental condition. Proof of identity and residency are
required when applying for a State ID card.

Amy Charney
clerk@williamstwp.com



2008 Summer Property Taxes

It's that time of year again (already!)

You should receive your summer 2008 Property Tax bill by July
1. If you do not receive your tax bill by Julylst, or shortly
thereafter, let our office know as soon as possible so we can
send you a copy of your bill. Be sure to review your tax bill as
soon as you receive it to verify that all information is correct
(i.e. address, principal residence exemption status, etc.). If
there are any errors, please contact our office immediately so
the necessary corrections can be made. Any errors will be
corrected at the Board of Review meeting held on July 22"

Summer property taxes may be paid or deferred between July
1st and September 15" without penalty. Beginning September
16" a 1% late penalty will be added to all unpaid summer tax
bills. An additional 1% will be added each month through
February 14". An additional 3% penalty will be added on
February 15",

You may pay your property taxes in person at the treasurer’s
office, by mail, or by placing your payment in our drop box
located in the front of our office building. /f using our drop
box, please do not pay with cash, checks only! If you
require a “Stamped Paid Receipt”, please include a self-
addressed stamped envelope.

If you qualify and plan to defer your summer property taxes,
stop by the treasurer’s office as soon as possible to sign a
deferment form. A new deferment form must be executed
each vyear. This form s also available online at
www.williamstwp.com/treasurer.asp

Our summer office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

We will be closed July 3 and 4", August 29" and September
1%

For any tax related questions, please call Connie or Jackie at
662-4091.

July Board Of Review

The July Board of Review will meet at 4.:00
p.m. on July 22, 2008 at the Williams
Township Offices to correct qualified errors
in the roll. These include:

¢ A mutual mistake of fact.

e A clerical error relative to the correct
assessment figures, the rate of taxation, or the
mathematical computation relating to the
assessing of taxes.

e An error regarding the correct taxable status of
the real property being assessed.

o Disputes over claims for the homeowner’s
principal residence, poverty, and initial qualified
agricultural property exemptions.

For further information, please contact the Assessor’s
office.

Note From The Assessor

A new property tax bill has been signed into law. House Bill
4215, creating Public Act 96 will allow property owners to have
two principal residence exemptions in certain situations.

In order to qualify for the second exemption, the home in
question must have been the principal residence prior to the
owners moving out. The vacated home must remain
unoccupied and may not be rented out to receive the
exemption. The property must be offered for sale or for rent.

The extra exemption may be renewed for an additional two
years, but requires the property owner to notify the assessor
by Dec. 31% of each year in order to receive the tax break.

Form 4640, “Conditional Rescission of Principal Residence
Exemption” is available at the Township Office, or online at
www.williamstwp.com/assessing.asp

If you have any questions contact your Township Assessor,
Paul Arnold at 662-6232

From The Supervisor

Brush Chipping and Disposal

Williams Township continues to offer a residential brush
chipping service. This service is for township residents
that have trimmed their own trees themselves as an
alternative to open burning. Commercial tree cutting
services and “For-Hire” tree cutters must dispose of the
trees and brush they cut and trim.

Brush must be placed at the road shoulder with all ends
facing towards the road. Pieces must be small enough
and piled appropriately for one person to handle. Due to
ever increasing fuel costs, please call the Township
Office to be placed on the “Chipping List” when the
brush is ready to chip so we can route the crew in the
most_efficient manner. Chipping requests should be
limited to one request per month per household.

Whenever you have a couple of branches or a small
amount of brush, please put it out for Waste
Management to pick up as yard waste on your normal
trash pickup day. Brush for Waste Management pickup
needs to be placed in paper yard waste bags, containers
marked “Yard Waste,” or tied together in bundles up to
24 inches in diameter, up to 48 inches in length, and
weighing no more than 50 pounds per bundle, with
individual pieces not exceeding 2 inches in diameter.

Yard Waste in Ditches

Please do not place grass clippings, yard waste, leaves,
or debris in the ditches. This contributes to poor
drainage for you, your neighbors, and the entire
township. Waste Management picks up yard waste



weekly on your normal trash collection day from April 1%
through the end of November. Thank you for your help
and understanding.

Fire Hydrants

Township personnel will be conducting maintenance on
fire hydrants in Williams Township this summer and fall.
They will check for proper operation, flush and drain the
hydrants. If you have a fire hydrant near your property,
please help yourself and your neighbors by keeping
hydrants clear of grass and weeds. Your help is
greatly appreciated.

Unauthorized Use Of Fire Hydrants

Unauthorized use of a fire hydrant to obtain free water
should be reported immediately to 9-1-1. Besides not
paying for the water, these unauthorized users typically
do not pump out the water that remains in the barrel of
the hydrant, which can then freeze in cold temperatures
and render the hydrant inoperable when needed in an
emergency. Thank you for your help!

Road Improvement Projects

Two miles of local township roadway, Wilder
Road, between 8 Mile and Garfield, is currently
receiving major work. This section of roadway was
crushed and shaped with additional gravel applied
last fall. A double layer of Chip Seal will be applied
in mid June or July 2008. A third layer of Chip
Seal will be applied to 4 miles of Wilder Road,
from 8 Mile to Carter, in 2009. A third layer of
Chip Seal will be applied Kiesel Road, from Flajole
to Rockwell, in 2008.

A mile of Flajole Road, from Wheeler to Wilder, is
scheduled to be crushed and shaped with additional
gravel applied this fall. A double layer of Chip Seal
will be applied in 2009, with a third layer of Chip
Seal planned for 2010.

Your patience and understanding is greatly
appreciated during all road improvement projects.

Waste Management

It is strongly encouraged that all trash be placed in
bags, whether in or out of trash cans (including “Green
Monsters”). This will help assure that the trash ends up
in the landfill where it belongs, and not blowing around
the Township, especially on windy collection days.

Items banned from Michigan landfills include whole tires,
beverage containers, yard waste, lead acid batteries,
used oil, low-level radioactive waste, regulated
hazardous waste, liquid waste, sewage, PCBs and
asbestos waste.

Waste Management will pick up beverage containers for
recycling in Williams Township on your regularly
scheduled pickup day for recyclable items. Whole tires
can be disposed of through tire dealers, or through the
Bay County Mosquito Control Scrap Tire Collection
Program on June 6 — 7, 2008. Contact Mosquito Control
at 894-4555 for details.

An optional service that is available from Waste
Management for a nominal fee is the availability of 96-
gallon, “Green Monster” receptacles. These are the 96-
gallon, large green receptacles on wheels with covers
that are seen in several neighboring communities.
Williams Township residents can lease a “Green
Monster” directly from Waste Management. The current
cost is $1.50 per month billed annually, and includes any
maintenance required to the receptacle, like wheels or
covers. Please call Waste Management Customer Service
at 1-800-796-9696 if you are interested in leasing a
“Green Monster.”

Hazardous Materials

For proper disposal of all hazardous materials, contact
the Bay County Health Department at 895-4006.

Ordinance Violations

If you would like to report a violation of any of the
Township Ordinances, you may do so by filing a written
complaint with the township. Complaint forms are
available in the Township Office. The Zoning
Administrator will investigate the complaint and take an
appropriate course of action.

Please drive carefully, and have a safe and
enjoyable summer.

Tom Paige, Supervisor
supervisor@williamstwp.com



Dog and Cat Licenses

If your dog or cat is licensed with Bay County, the County will

Send you the form for your new license in the mail a month
before your old license expires, which is also when your animal
needs their rabies vaccination.

Licenses may be purchased at most veterinary’s offices, at any
Township Office, Animal Control and the Bay County
Treasurer’s Office.

Please bring the form the County sent and proof of the rabies
vaccination. Licenses for a new animal may be purchased by
providing proof of rabies vaccination and if your animal was
spayed or neutered, proof will also be required.

Pine Grove Cemetery

Pine Grove Cemetery is located on the northwest corner of
Eleven Mile and North Union Roads. It is Township owned and
beautifully maintained by Don Dzurka, our Township Sexton.

The cemetery was recognized as a historic site on October 12,
1990 and is listed in the Michigan State Register of Historic
Sites by the Michigan Historical Commission.

Burial fees are $150.00 per space for Williams Township and
City of Auburn residents and $250.00 per space for non-
residents. Opening and closings fees are $375.00 and
Cremation fees are $125.00.

For questions or additional information, please contact Don
Dzurka at 496-2378.

Revenue Sharing and You

It's possible that you have heard the term “revenue sharing” in
the news, by our state representative or senator and even by
township officials. Like many, it may come across as one of
those “government” words that you don’t completely
understand and you wonder what all the fuss is about.

Did you know that revenue sharing helps pay for essential
services that keep you safe? Or that revenue sharing helps us
maintain the local roads within the township? It does these
things and much more. Revenue sharing has a direct impact
on you as a resident of Williams Charter Township.

What exactly is revenue sharing?

Revenue sharing is money that local governments, such as
townships, cities, villages and counties, receive from the state.

Revenue sharing was established in 1946 by a vote of the
people through a constitutional amendment to replace and
relieve local taxation. The state promised to give local
governments a portion of the money it received from other
state taxes, including the sales and income taxes, and the
Single Business Tax. The primary purpose of revenue sharing,
when first implemented, was to limit local taxing authority
while increasing state taxing authority, with the idea that a
predetermined amount would be shared with the local
government. Revenue sharing provides a basic level of
funding for services to all cities, villages and townships, and to
a few counties.

Revenue sharing was designed to be flexible, non-restricted
funding that a community could use to best fit its needs. Local
communities rely on revenue sharing to pay for services that
directly impact your life. It is used to help fund police and fire
protection as well as local roads, water, sewer services and a
variety of other essential local services.

There are two types of revenue sharing in Michigan: statutory
revenue sharing and constitutional revenue sharing. In 1996,
the state stopped distributing revenue sharing from the income
tax, Single Business Tax and intangibles tax, instead dedicating
a percentage of the first 4 percent of the sales tax to revenue
sharing. Constitutional revenue sharing is funded by taking 15
percent of the first 4 percent gross collection of the state sales
tax. Statutory revenue sharing is funded by using 21.3
percent of the 4 percent gross collections of the state sales
tax. The remaining 63.7 percent of revenue from the 4
percent gross collections is used to fund other state
obligations. The remaining 2 percent of sales tax collected is
dedicated to the school aid fund.

Due to the method used by the state Legislature to cut
revenue sharing in order to balance the state budget, of the
1,242 townships across the state, less than 300 townships
receive any amount of statutory revenue sharing. More than
945 townships, including Williams Township, receive only
constitutional revenue sharing.  Williams Township is not
projected to receive any statutory revenue sharing in 2008.

So how does this affect life here in our township?

Revenue sharing funding, although promised by the state, is
also at the mercy of the state’'s economy and how much
revenue the state takes in each year. In recent years, funding
for revenue sharing has seen dramatic cuts as the state’s
economy has lagged. And as we look to future years, with
skyrocketing gas prices and people cutting back on extras,
revenue from sales tax could decrease, further impacting our
revenue sharing funding and local services.

As lawmakers in Lansing battle over the 2008-09 fiscal year
budget, which begins on Oct. 1, 2008, revenue sharing is once
again a high profile topic. Now more than ever, money that
local communities rely on to pay for essential services that
directly impact your lives is continually being threatened. It is
important that the township, on behalf of their residents,
receives the appropriate level of funding to assist with local
services.

Here at Williams Charter Township, we are doing all we can to
make sure our state representative and senator are aware of
how revenue sharing impacts our community. Just like you
are counting on us to make this community a wonderful place
to live, we are counting on Lansing lawmakers to make sure
we receive proper funding from the state.



What is Relay For Life?

Relay For Life is a community gathering where everyone can
participate in the fight against cancer. Teams of people camp
out at a local high school, park or fairgrounds and take turns
walking or running a track or path. Relay For Life is the
American Cancer Society’s, and our community’s 24 hour
outpouring of HOPE for those diagnosed with cancer in the
future and support for those who are facing the disease today.
It is Auburn coming together on August 23-24™ for 24 hours to
join forces against a disease that has taken so much from so
many people in the community.

When we say 24 hours, we mean it. Each team is
encourages to have someone walking the track for the entire
24 hours. You see, Relay was created as an over night event
with the idea that cancer never sleeps, and that people with
cancer have to face it all day, and all night.

Relay For Life is a community gathering where
everyone can participate in the fight against cancer. Teams of
people camp out at a local high school, park or fairgrounds
and take turns walking or running a track or path. But these
24 hours are not like any other 24 hours you have ever known.
Entertainment, games, food and fun are only the beginning of
what is in store for you during the event. We celebrate our
Survivors and Caregivers. We will fight back by empowering
you to stand up and take charge. And at dusk we will
remember those we have lost and honor those who are still
fighting.

I'd like to invite all of you to get friends, family, or co-
workers together and form a team.

Relay For Life is how we fight back against cancer —
both symbolically and literally. The steps we take represent
the battle a cancer patient faces on the path to recovery and
the donations we collect ensure that the American Cancer
Society’s mission to eradicate cancer through research,
education, services and advocacy can continue.

Relay will always have a celebration of life — the
Survivors Lap — and will always have a luminaria ceremony to
provide a time to remember, and the Fight Back ceremony
where Relayers can become more deliberate about
demonstrating how they are going to take action to eliminate
cancer.

Relay brings together millions of people to raise
money to help prevent cancer, save lives and diminish
suffering from the disease. While you're raising much needed
funds, you'll also be raising awareness of cancer prevention,
early detection, treatment, and patient support. Relay brings
people together from all walks of life with the common goal of
eliminating cancer. No matter who you are, there’s a place for
you at Relay. Join us today!

For more information please contact Kristin Hetzel at
989.895.1730 or at kristin.hetzel@cancer.org.

Visit the Relay For Life of Auburn web site
http://events.cancer.org/rflswsaginawco

Summer/Fall Calendar Of Events

AUBURN/WILLIAMS BASEBALL TOURNAMENTS
Minor League- Allstar

Game/Picnic — Tuesday, June 24"

Major League — Allstar

Game/Picnic — Monday, June 30th

CORNFEST-

July 10", 11™ 12" & 13™

Thursday, July 10" — Comedy of Mike Armstrong with
80’s band “Rockstar” to follow

Friday, July 11™ — Jedi Mindtrip

Saturday, July 12" — Steel Wheels

Sunday, July 13" — New Brass Express

AUBURN SUMMER MUSIC FEST-

Monday, July 14™ — Marty Stuart

Wednesday, July 16™ — 1% Ever “Rock King” battle of
the Bands with special concert performance from
“Rotation”

Thursday, July 17" — Jake Owen

Friday, July 18" — Halfway to Hazard

Saturday, July 19" — Disney Radio Children’s Program
Sunday, July 20™ — Elvis Impersonator- Ryan Pelton
CONCERTS IN THE PARK —

Thursday, June 19" — TBA

Thursday, July 24™ — TBA

Thursday, August 21° - TBA

RELAY FOR LIFE —

Saturday, August 23" thru Sunday August, 24™
AUBURN GUN/ARCHERY RANGE —

Saturdays, June 215 — July 19" — August 23" —
September 6™ & 20" — October 4", 11", 18" & 25™,
November 1% & 8"




AUBURN/WILLIAMS SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM

June 30" — August 6"
Call for trip reservations Monday —Thursday
Between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. & Friday between 9:00 a.m. & noon at 662-2675.
Ask for Traci or Linda

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
June 30™ July 1 July 2™ July 3™
10-12 Carnival Day 10 T-Ball/Softball 10 Game Choice No Program
12:30 — 2:00 Hot Dog 11 Capture the Flag 11 Free Choice Happy 4™ of July!
Roast 12:00 PBJ Festival 12:40 — 2:30 Ice Skating@
2 Kickball 1:30 Game Choice Civic Arena
2 Doll Show/Free Throw
2:30 Free Time
July 7™ July 8™ July 9™ July 10"
10 Story Hour 10 T-Ball/Softball 10 Kickball 10 - 11:30 Game Choice
11 Games 11 Dodge Ball 11 Game Choice 11:30 Free Time
12 Hot Dog Roast 11:30 — 12:30 PBJ Festival 12 Pizza & Pop 11:40 — 2:30 Swimming
1 Craft Time 12:30 - 3:00 Olympic 1 Craft Time @ Delta College Pool
2 Soccer Games 2 Volleyball
July 14™ July 15 July 16" July 17%
10 Story Hour 10 T-Ball/Softball 10 Dodge Ball 9:30 - 11:30 Fishing
11 Games 11 Kickball 11 Capture the Flag Contest
12 — 1:30 Face Painting 12 PBJ Festival 12 Pizza & Pop 11:30 — 12:30 Free Time
1:30 — 3:00 McDonald’s 1 Volleyball 1 Jewelry Making 12:30 — 3:30 Roller

2 Matchbox Car Race

2 Game Choice

Skating @ Metro Skate

July 21 July 22™ July 23" July 24™
10 Story Hour 10-12 Tye Dye 10 Free Choice 10 Game Choice
11 Games 12 PBJ Festival 11 Capture the Flag 11 -11:30 Free Time
12 Hot Dog Roast 1 Dodge Ball 12 Pizza & Pop 11:45 — 2:45 Putt Putt
1 Craft Time 2 Game Choice 1 Craft Time Golf @ Buoy 18
2 Soccer 2 Remote Control Car Day
July 28™ July 29™ July 30" July 31°
10 Story Hour 10 T-Ball/Softball 10 Free Choice 10 Game Choice

11 Basketball
12 Hot Dog Roast

11 Game Choice
12 PBJ Festival

11 Capture the Flag
12 Pizza & Pop

11 —-11:30 Free Time
11:45 - 2:45 Swimming

1 Craft Time 1 Free Time 1 Craft Time @ Community Center
2 Kickball 2 Volleyball 2 Game Choice
Aug 4" Aug 5" Aug 6"
10 Story Hour 10 T-Ball/Softball Fun Day.....
11 Dodge Ball 11 Game Choice ....All Day
12 Hot Dog Roast 12 PBJ Festival 10:00 - 3:00
1 Craft Time 1 - 3:00 Bicycle Day
2 Kickball

2008 SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM
SIGN-UP FOR THE THURSDAY FIELD TRIPS CAN ONLY BE MADE ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE.

DUE TO LACK OF INTEREST, THERE WILL NOT BE ANY ARCHERY THIS YEAR.




CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF
2008!1
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